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Health  Department , 

123,  High  Street , 

Lowestoft. 


Your  Worship  the  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1957. 

Apart  from  a  slight  rise  in  the  birthrate,  the  vital  statistics  for 
the  year  vary  little  from  the  average  and  require  no  special  comment. 
From  the  infectious  disease  returns  however,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  Borough  suffered  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles,  some  1218  cases 
having  been  notified,  quite  the  highest  number  for  a  long  time.  This 
was  our  ‘measles  year  ’  and  as  the  previous  year  had  been  so  free 
from  this  infection,  only  thirteen  cases  having  been  notified,  it  is  not 
perhaps  surprising  that  when  the  epidemic  did  start,  it  found  a  ready 
field  of  susceptible  children  to  spread  amongst.  There  is  as  yet  no 
vaccine  which  can  protect  against  measles,  as  there  is  for  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough.  There  is,  therefore,  little  that  can  be  done 
at  the  moment  to  prevent  these  epidemics  of  measles. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  has  been  in  general  use 
now  for  a  number  of  years  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  number 
of  cases  notified  is  falling  steadily.  The  number  of  cases  recorded 
this  year  is  the  lowest  since  whooping  cough  immunisation  was  started. 
There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  smallpox  notified,  a  fact  which 
needs  noticing,  because  both  these  infections  still  occur  from  time 
to  time  in  this  country  and  only  the  immunised  and  the  vaccinated 
can  hope  to  be  protected  against  them. 

One  would  like  to  see  far  more  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  vaccinated  against  smallpox  than  is  occurring  at  present. 
It  seems  unfortunate  that  the  latest  recommendations  for  immunisation 
now  suggests  that  the  diphtheria  and  the  whooping  cough  injections 
should  be  given  separately  instead  of  combined,  as  has  been  done  for 
the  past  few  years.  This  now  means  five  injections  instead  of  three 
and  it  is  quite  understandable  that  many  parents  jib  at  this  long  series. 
Add  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  possibly  two  injections  against 
polio,  and  the  infants  first  year  of  life  consists  of  pretty  regular 
“  jabbing  ”  !  It  is  much  to  the  credit  of  so  many  parents  in  the 
Borough  that  they  continue  to  bring  their  children  regularly  for  these 
immunisations. 

Several  epidemics  of  virus  infections  occurred  in  the  town  during 
the  year  under  review.  A  sharp  outbreak  of  what  has  become  known 
as  “  winter  vomiting  disease  ”,  occurred  in  January,  characterised 
by  short,  sharp  attacks  of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  An  influenza 
epidemic  of  some  severity  began  in  September  and  continued  through- 
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out  the  early  part  of  the  winter.  Seven  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were 
recorded  during  the  year,  the  first  case  occurring  as  early  as  March 
and  the  last  in  September. 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  was  continued  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year,  but  due  to  the  very  small  quantities  of  vaccine  available, 
only  a  few  hundred  persons  were  immunised  Quite  good  supplies 
of  anti-flu  vaccine  became  available  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and 
were  used  to  protect  key  personnel  such  as  doctors,  nurses,  ambulance 
and  fire  brigade  staff  and  home  helps. 

Some  publicity  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  number  of 
accidents  occurring  within  the  home,  leading  to  death,  incapacity 
or  ill  health.  This  is  a  matter  which  quite  rightly  deserves  more 
consideration  than  it  has  received,  and  we  shall  hear  more  of  this 
aspect  of  preventive  medicine  in  the  future.  Details  of  the  accidents 
which  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  thirteen  persons  are  shown  in  the 
appropriate  section  of  this  report  as  an  indication  of  the  varied  type 
of  accident  in  the  home  which  can  result  in  death.  There  were  five 
fatal  motor  accidents  in  the  Borough,  details  of  which  are  also  shown. 

Of  the  other  causes  of  death,  diseases  of  the  heart  as  usual  head 
the  list.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  deaths  from  malignant  growths 
in  the  lung  are  considerably  down  on  last  year’s  figure. 

As  is  pointed  out  in  a  later  section  of  this  report  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  a  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  great  amount 
of  work  necessitated  by  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme.  A  very  real 
step  forward  in  the  housing  conditions  of  the  Borough  will  result  from 
the  implementation  of  these  Schemes  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to 
report  that  slum  clearance  really  has  started  in  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  during  the  year 
is  fortunately  not  high,  but  one  prefers  to  see  none  at  all.  Any  out¬ 
break,  however  small,  could  be  the  focus  for  a  much  larger  one  and  only 
prompt  measures  will  limit  its  spread.  The  steps  which  were  taken 
to  deal  with  these  cases  are  detailed  later  in  the  report  and  serve  as  an 
indication  of  how  easily  quite  trivial  lapses  from  a  high  standard  of 
hygiene  can  lead  to  trouble. 

I  would  like  to  direct  attention  to  the  port  medical  work  done, 
particulary  in  regard  to  the  fishing  vessels.  A  perusal  of  the  Port 
Health  Authorities  report  which  is  included  with  this  report,  will 
reveal  the  very  considerable  effort  made  by  the  Department  to  en¬ 
courage  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  these  vessels  and  I  would 
like  to  record  the  appreciation  of  the  Department  for  the  co-operation 
we  have  had  from  all  members  of  the  fishing  industry. 

The  department  has  continued  to  work  under  very  great  inconven¬ 
ience  caused  by  the  inadequate  accommodation  at  Connaught  House. 
The  lack  of  proper  office  accommodation  and  storage  space  continues 
to  waste  the  time  of  the  clerical  staff,  most  of  whom  have  to  work  in 
cold  draughty  quarters.  The  lack  of  adequate  clinic  accommodation 
makes  it  virtually  impossible  to  deal  with  large  numbers  of  people 
at  one  time,  as  has  been  necessary  during  poliomelitis  vaccination 
sessions. 
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As  the  statistics  show,  large  numbers  of  the  public  have  to  come 
to  Connaught  House  where  they  are  greeted  by  conditions  which  we 
in  the  Department  are,  quite  frankly,  ashamed  of.  Some  moves  were 
initiated  during  the  year  for  the  construction  of  a  new  department 
but  these  look  like  resting  in  the  “  pending  file  ”  for  some  long  time 
yet  unless  this  matter  is  given  the  priority  it  deserves. 

May  I  conclude  by  expressing  my  thanks  to  members  of  the 
Council  and  its  Committees  for  their  support  and  to  my  colleagues 
for  their  endeavours  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of  work  in  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  C.  GEE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1958. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Male 

Female 

Totals 

Live  Births  Legitimate 

311 

296 

607 

Illegitimate 

11 

11 

22 

322 

307 

629 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population,  mid- 1957 


Comparative 
Lowestoft  Figures  for 

England  and  Wales. 


14.3  (Unadjusted)  16.1 

14.4  (Adjusted) 


Stillbirths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births  23.8 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  6  8  14 

Illegitimate  1  1 

6  9  15 


22.4 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population 


11.1  (Unadjusted)  11.5 
10.6  (Adjusted) 


Death  of  Infants  Under  One 
Year  of  Age 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  6  5  11 

Illegitimate  - 

6  5  11 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  four 
Weeks  of  Age 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  4  3  7 

Illegitimate  - 

4  3  7 


Comment  on  Vital  Statistics. 

The  birth  rate  shows  a  further  slight  rise  again  this  year,  and 
the  death  rate  is  a  little  lower.  Otherwise  the  statistics  are  sub¬ 
stantially  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1957. 


Classification  Cause  of  Death  Males  Females 

Number 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  —  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .  —  — • 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .  3  1 

4.  Diphtheria  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  —  — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  2  — 

8.  Measles  .  —  — - 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  1  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  5  3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  11  2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  — •  4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  —  5 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  24  26 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  2  2 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  5 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  30  41 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  57  22 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  3  3 

20.  Other  heart  disease  34  43 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  18  20 

22.  Influenza  .  2  1 

23.  Pneumonia .  7  10 

24.  Bronchitis  .  16  3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  1  1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  2  — 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  —  1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  2  — 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  9  — • 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  —  — • 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  1  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  21  21 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  5  — 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  5  8 

35.  Suicide  .  1  2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  — ■  — 

All  Causes  262  226 
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ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS. 


Case 

Number 

Sex. 

Age 

Cause 

1. 

F. 

82 

Bronchial  pneumonia  consequent  on  her 
having  to  stay  in  bed  as  a  result  of  a  fracture 
of  right  femur  caused  by  her  having  fallen  in 
her  bedroom. 

2. 

F. 

91 

Cardiac  failure  and  shock  due  to  fracture 
of  femur  as  a  result  of  a  fall  in  her  bedroom. 

3. 

F. 

93 

Hypostatic  broncho-pneumonia  due  to  en¬ 
forced  recumbency  as  a  result  of  fracture  of 
thigh  caused  by  a  fall  at  her  home. 

4. 

F. 

61 

1.  Right  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  due  to 
arteriosclerosis. 

2.  Coal  Gas  Poisoning. 

5. 

F. 

72 

Fracture  dislocation  of  the  spine  due  to 
blow  on  back  of  head  caused  by  her  having  fallen 
downstairs  at  her  home. 

6. 

F. 

72 

Cardiovascular  failure  accelerated  by  the 
effect  of  a  fracture  of  her  thigh  caused  by  a 
fall  at  her  home. 

7. 

F. 

90 

Myocardial  failure  due  to  diabetes  mellitus 
accelerated  by  a  fracture  of  the  left  femur. 
Fall  on  level. 

8. 

F. 

49 

Poisoning  due  to  overdose  of  barbiturates 
in  circumstances  not  fully  disclosed  by  the 
evidence  available. 

9. 

M. 

84 

Hypostatic  broncho-pneumonia  due  to  en¬ 
forced  recumbency  as  a  result  of  a  fracture 
of  thigh  caused  by  a  fall  at  his  home. 

10. 

M. 

86 

Hypostatic  broncho-pneumonia  due  to  en¬ 
forced  recumbency  as  a  result  of  fracture  of  the 
thigh  caused  by  a  fall  at  his  home. 

11. 

M. 

87 

Broncho  pneumonia  due  to  enforced 
recumbency  as  a  result  of  fracture  of  pelvis 
caused  by  fall  in  street. 

12. 

M. 

2 

Cerebral  anoxia  due  to  cardiac  arrest  during 
bronchoscopy  for  removal  of  a  peanut  impacted 
in  a  bronchus  together  with  pulmonary  in¬ 
fection  and  inflammation  due  to  impaction  and 
influenza. 

13. 

M. 

2  mths.  That  whilst  in  bed  with  his  parents  his 
face  became  buried  between  two  pillows  and  he 

died  from  asphyxia  resulting  therefrom. 

An  interesting  feature  of  this  list  is  that  most  of  those  involved 
are  old  people  living  in  their  own  homes.  Whilst  they  are  being 
cared  for  by  Home  Helps  and  District  Nurses,  obviously  their  homes 
themselves  present  hazards  which  ultimately  lead  to  their  death  and 
this  now  appears  to  have  taken  the  place  of  diseases  such  as  pneumonia 
as  the  terminal  event  for  many  old  people. 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS. 


1. 


2. 


3. 

4. 


5. 


Sex. 

Age 

Cause 

M. 

57 

Shock  following  fracture  of  the  skull  and 
multiple  fracture  of  ribs  caused  by  his  motor¬ 
cycle  having  come  into  collision  with  a  motor 
car  driven  by  a  person  named. 

M. 

58 

Injury  to  brain  due  to  head  injuries  as  a 
result  of  his  having  been  knocked  over  by  a 
motor  cycle. 

M. 

78 

Shock  due  to  multiple  fractures  caused  by 
his  having  been  knocked  over  by  a  motor  car. 

M. 

32 

Fracture  of  skull  and  gross  injury  to  brain 
due  to  his  having  fallen  from  his  motor-cycle 
on  to  the  road. 

M. 

40 

Bruising  of  brain  and  fracture  of  sternum 

and  ribs  caused  by  the  car  which  he  was  driving 
having  failed  to  negotiate  a  bend  and  struck 
a  tree  at  Wangford  on  25.12.56. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Area  (including  foreshore)  (Acres)  .  .  5,495 

Population  at  1951  Census  .  .  .  42,837 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid- 1957  .  44,050 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  at 

31st  December,  1957  .  .  .  13,950 

Rateable  value — 31st  December,  1957  .  .  .£500,656 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1957-8  (approx.)  ^  1 ,989  10s.  Id. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
during  the  year,  together  with  the  figures  for  1956  and  1955. 


Disease 

1957 

1956 

1955 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

39 

9 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

7 

1 

21 

Encephalitis 

1 

— • 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

11 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

16 

12 

11 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

— 

■ — - 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

4 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

35 

74 

Measles 

..  1218 

13 

459 

Pneumonia 

6 

16 

10 

Infective  Hepatitis 

6 

7 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

8 

— 

24 

Tuberculosis 

21 

16 

28 

A  steady  fall  in  the  number  of  notified 

cases  of  whooping  cough 

is  apparent  from  the  figures 

shown  above. 

A  very  large  number  of 

cases  of  measles  occurred  during  the 

year  ;  this  epidemic  being  one  of  the  most 

severe 

the  Borough  has 

experienced  for  some  time.  The  distribution  of  the 

cases  throughout 

the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Measles  Notified  During  the  Year,  Classified  According  to  Month 

of 

Occurrence 

January  .... 

1 

February 

2 

March 

— 

April 

17 

May 

452 

June 

552 

July 

168 

August 

24 

September 

— 

October  .... 

1 

November 

1 

December 

1 

Total  1219 

The  epidemic  of  influenza  began  early  in  the  autumn,  cases  being 
reported  first  during  September.  This  infection  is  not  one  of  the 
notifiable  diseases  and,  one  has  to  rely  therefore,  on  information 
supplied  by  one’s  practitioner  colleagues  and  on  such  statistics  as 
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total  sickness  claims  submitted  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions.  From 
the  latter,  it  appeared  that  the  peak  of  the  epidemic  occurred  during 
the  second  week  of  October,  when  the  local  Ministry  of  Pensions 
office  reported  that  their  sickness  claims  had  risen  to  375%  above 
the  usual  average  for  that  time  of  the  year. 

The  eight  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  shown,  include  a  number 
which  arose  through  a  minor  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurring 
in  August  and  the  steps  taken  to  trace  the  cause  of  this  outbreak 
may  be  of  interest  as  it  is  typical  of  the  action  the  department  takes 
in  such  circumstances. 

Immediately  the  department  became  aware  of  the  occurrence  of 
several  cases,  investigations  were  begun.  In  this  case,  unconsumed 
portions  of  the  suspected  food — ham— were  obtained  both  from  the 
households  concerned  and  from  the  retailer.  These  were  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Amongst  those  involved  were  three  employees  of  a  bake  house  who 
became  ill  after  eating  some  ham  sandwiches,  bought  from  the  same 
shop  as  that  from  which  the  first  batch  of  sufferers  obtained  their  ham. 
Prompt  reporting  of  these  cases  enabled  us  to  warn  of  the  suspected 
nature  of  their  illness  and  suspend  them  from  work,  otherwise  they 
themselves  might  well  have  become  a  source  of  infection  to  a  very  much 
more  widely  distributed  populace.  Meanwhile  reports  on  the  first 
specimens  sent  to  the  laboratory  showed  that  they  were  infected  by 
an  organism  known  as  Staphyloceccus  Aureus,  one  frequently  found 
in  association  with  cuts  and  sores  on  the  skin.  Bateriological  exam¬ 
ination  of  some  abrasions  on  the  hands  of  the  shopkeeper  revealed 
an  infection  by  the  same  organisms  and  it  was  apparent  that  they 
had  passed  from  his  hands  to  the  ham  concerned,  where  due  no 
doubt  to  the  warm  weather,  they  had  grown  to  dangerous  limits. 
The  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  shop  was  of  a  high  order,  but  this 
case  indicates  once  again  how  necessary  it  is  for  those  handling  food 
to  be  most  particular  of  their  personal  hygiene. 

Some  confusion  occurs  from  time  to  time  about  which  of  the 
various  infectious  diseases  are  notifiable.  A  list  is  given  herewith 
for  the  guidance  of  those  concerned.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  inform  the  Ministry  of  Health  week  by  week 
of  the  occurrence  of  these  infections  in  his  district  and  the  prompt 
notification  of  these  infections  helps  materially  in  supplying  this 
information.  Particularly  in  regards  to  such  diseases  as  food  poison¬ 
ing,  prompt  notification  is  essential  if  action  to  prevent  spread  of  the 
outbreak  is  to  be  effective. 


The  following  infectious  diseases  are  notifiable  generally  through¬ 
out  England  and  Wales  : — 


Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 
Encephalitis  (acute) 

Enteric  Fever  (Typlioid,  Para¬ 
typhoid,  or  other  Salmonella 
infections) 


Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Measles 

Membranous  croup 
Meningococcal  infection 
Ophthalmia  neonaturum 
Plague 
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Pneumonia,  acute  primary  Smallpox 

Pneumonia,  acute  influenzal  Tuberculosis 

Poliomyelitis  (acute)  Typhus 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  Whooping  Cough 

Relapsing  Fever  Food  poisoning 

Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever 

Infective  Hepatitis  is  also  a  notifiable  disease  in  East  Anglia. 


It  may  be  noted  that  chicken-pox  and  mumps  and  many  of  the 
present  virus  diseases  do  not  appear  in  the  above  list  which  is  regrettable 
as  information  about  the  incidence  of  these  diseases  in  the  town  is 
of  interest  to  the  Department.  General  practitioners  and  school 
head-teachers  can  help  the  Department  by  notifying  them  of  any 
unusually  large  outbreaks  coming  to  their  notice. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Protection  against  infectious  diseases  is  nowadays  afforded  by 
injections  of  vaccines  designed  to  stimulate  the  body  to  produce  its 
own  protecting  substances.  Of  the  diseases  against  which  such 
protection  is  offered,  smallpox,  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
are  those  of  chief  concern  to  the  health  department.  Similar  pro¬ 
tection  has  just  been  introduced  against  poliomyelitis  and  whilst 
supplies  of  vaccine  during  1957  were  very  limited,  at  the  time  of  writing, 
the  position  has  changed  so  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  child  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  Borough  has  now  been  immunised  against  polio. 

Both  smallpox  and  diphtheria  still  occur  in  this  country  though 
they  are  rare  and  it  is  essential  that  vaccination  and  diphtheria  immun¬ 
isation  should  be  continued.  The  number  of  children  vaccinated 
and  immunised  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  tables  below,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  about  half  the  child  population  is  protected 
in  this  way.  Whilst  this  is  better  than  some  figures  published  lately, 
it  is  not  high  enough  and  parents  must  be  made  aware  of  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  in  this  matter  and  see  that  their  children  are  protected  against 
infections  in  this  way. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  age  groups  of  persons 
vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  during  the  year 


Age  at  the 

date  of  vaccination 

Total 

1957 

Total 

1956 

Total 

1955 

Under 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or 
Over 

Primary 

vaccinations 

237 

12 

9 

6 

35 

1 

299  ! 

224 

228 

Re¬ 

vaccinations 

— 

— 

6 

11 

67 

84 

60 

57 

Total 

237 

12 

15 

17 

102 

383 

284 

285 

12 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


In  Lowestoft  Borough  in  1957,  532  primary  immunisations 
were  carried  out  by  the  child  welfare  clinics  and  general  practitioners. 
The  age  groups  of  the  children  immunised  are  as  follows  : — 


Under  1  year 

382 

1-4 

93 

5-14 

57 

Total 

532 

During 
follows  : — 

1957,  266  booster 

doses 

were 

given — age  groups  as 

U?ider  1  year 

1-4 

5-15 

Total 

— 

11 

255 

266 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  statistics  reproduced  below  show  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
within  the  Borough.  It  will  be  noticed  that  most  of  the  cases  are  in 
age  groups  15-24,  25-44,  and  45-64.  This  trend  is  a  nation-wide 
one,  most  of  the  cases  being  ones  who  had  presumably  contracted 
the  infection  in  earlier  life  and  had  partially  recovered  or  showed  no 
symptoms  until  later  on.  Many  of  these  patients  are  married  with 
families  and  the  Chest  Clinic  follows  up  all  contacts  of  these  families 
both  within  the  family  circle  and  amongst  friends  and  work  associates. 
Where  necessary  immunisation  against  tuberculosis  in  the  form  of 
B.C.G.  vaccination  is  given  to  these  contacts. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Non- 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1956 

141 

17 

116 

18 

292 

Number  of  cases  added 
during  the  year 

14 

2 

12 

3 

31 

Number  of  cases  re¬ 
moved  during  the  year 

7 

4 

11 

1 

23 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1957  . 

148 

15 

117 

20 

300 

13 


Cases  Added  to  the  Register 


New  notifications  .  21 

Inward  transfers  .  10 


31 


Cases  Removed  from  the  Register 


Recovered  .  12 

Died  .  3 

Removed  to  other  areas  8 
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Cases  on  the  Register ,  according  to  age  and  sex  at  3U£  December ,  1957. 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years 

8 

10 

18 

15  -  24  years 

16 

22 

38 

25  -  44  years 

87 

74 

161 

45  -  64  years 

36 

21 

57 

65  and  Over 

15 

9 

24 

Age  unknown 

1 

1 

2 

163 

137 

300 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Attendances  at  the  infant  welfare  centres  in  the  Borough  continue 
to  increase.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  one  of  the  services  most 
appreciated  by  the  young  mothers  of  the  Borough.  There  has  been 
a  steady  increase  in  the  numbers  of  mothers  attending  the  three 
welfare  centres  during  the  past  five  or  six  years,  and  the  popularity 
of  this  service  shows  no  signs  of  abating.  It  is  a  most  encouraging 
experience  to  see  these  young  mothers  with  their  smart  new  prams 
and  nicely  turned  out  babies.  General  impressions  lead  one  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  present  generation  of  young  mothers  is  much 
younger  than  has  been  the  case  for  a  number  of  years.  Nevertheless, 
despite  their  youth,  the  majority  appear  to  be  able  to  cope  quite 
adequately  with  the  responsibilities  of  motherhood.  I  am  indebted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  statistics  shown  below.  Atten¬ 
dances  are  shown  by  quarterly  periods. 


Centre 

0-1  Year 

1-5  Years 

Connaught  House 

566 

76 

667 

96 

580 

100 

526 

94 

2339 

366 

Southwell  Road 

512 

185 

597 

207 

586 

199 

672 

134 

2367 

725 

14 


Oulton  Broad 


395 

55 

300 

55 

354 

54 

401 

81 

1450  245 


Total  attendances  at  all  three  Welfare  Centres  :  7492. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

The  Department  is  again  short  of  a  Health  Visitor.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  health  visiting  is  one  of  those  jobs,  the  importance  of  which 
is  not  immediately  apparent.  Shortage  of  midwives  or  of  district 
nurses  is  recognised  at  once  by  all  concerned,  but  the  value  of  the 
health  visitor  to  the  community  is  not  at  first  quite  so  obvious.  Of 
all  nurses,  the  Health  Visitor  has  had  the  most  extensive  training. 
She  starts  off  by  taking  the  normal  hospital  nursing  course,  eventually 
qualifying  as  a  State  Registered  Nurse.  Then  she  has  to  qualify 
in  midwifery  and  after  this  a  further  course  of  study  is  necessary  to 
qualify  as  a  Health  Visitor.  Her  training  is  thus  long  and  arduous 
and  only  the  most  enthusiastic  go  right  through.  This  is  one  reason 
why  there  is  a  shortage  of  Health  Visitors  at  the  present  time. 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  to  supervise,  advise  and  help 
in  ensuring  that  the  rising  generation  is  brought  up  in  as  healthy  a 
manner  as  possible.  One  need  not  consult  statistics  to  realise  what 
a  great  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  young  people  has  taken  place 
in  the  last  25  years  or  so.  A  very  great  deal  of  the  improvement  is  a 
direct  result  of  the  intensive  health  visiting  and  guidance  given  at 
welfare  centres  to  the  young  mother  on  bringing  up  her  child.  This 
progress  will  only  continue  if  we  have  an  active  and  adequate  health 
visiting  staff,  and  every  step  must  be  taken  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
which  are  producing  the  present  shortage. 


ANTENATAL  CLINICS. 

The  majority  of  the  antenatal  and  postnatal  work  done  in  the 
Borough  is  now  carried  out  by  the  general  practitioners. 

11  antenatal  cases  were  however,  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  Staff,  a  total  of  63  attendances  being  made  by  these  expectant 
mothers.  No  postnatal  cases  were  seen. 
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FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINIC. 


The  facilities  provided  at  this  clinic  are  restricted  to  those  who 
are  recommended  either  by  their  own  doctor  or  by  the  health  depart¬ 
ment.  Attendances  show  a  further  increase  on  previous  years. 


Southwell 

Road 

Clinic. 

Connaught 

House 

Clinic. 

Total 

Number  of  new  cases  who  attended 

for  the  first  time  this  year 

25 

32 

SI 

Number  of  other  patients  attending 

46 

48 

94 

Total  number  of  patients  attending 

71 

80 

151 

Total  number  of  attendances 

136 

138 

274 

DISTRICT  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY 

The  local  arrangements  for  the  midwifery  and  nursing  services 
are  made  by  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council.  I  am  indebted  to 
Miss  H.  Place,  the  Deputy  County  Nursing  Officer  who  super¬ 
vises  these  services  in  this  area  for  the  following  report  : — 

Number  of  Attendances  made  by  District  Nurses. 

1954  1955  1956  1957 

47,023  30,602  35,763  33,689 


It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  this  figure  for  1957,  22,591  visits 
were  made  to  people  over  the  age  of  65. 

Midwifery  Service 

Following  a  gradual  decline  since  1952  in  the  number  of  deliveries 
attended  yearly  by  the  District  Midwives,  1957  has  shown  a  slight 
increase.  The  year  was  also  the  first  complete  year  with  the  mid¬ 
wives  working  on  their  own  areas.  The  arrangement  is  appreciated 
by  the  mothers  who  now,  subject  to  the  midwife’s  off  duty  periods, 
look  forward  to  having  the  same  midwife  for  ante-natal  visits,  the 
confinement  and  post-natal  nursing  visits. 


Number  of  Deliveries  attended  by  District  Midwives. 
1954  1955  1956  1957 

428  358  352  372 


The  Department  is  also  responsible  for  the  issue  of  maternity 
packs  for  home  confinements.  A  total  of  392  were  issued  during 
the  year. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


It  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the  Home  Help  Service  shows  a 
further  increase  in  help  provided  during  the  year  under  review.  This 
service  is  extremely  popular  and  is  very  heavily  worked.  A  total 
of  79,770  hours  were  worked  compared  with  67,804  last  year. 
We  have  been  able  to  recruit  more  Home  Helps,  a  total  of  146  now 
being  enrolled,  compared  with  104  last  year.  An  analysis  of  the  help 
given  to  Lowestoft  cases  is  as  follows  : — 


Maternity 

T.B.  and.  Sickness 

Old  People 

Number  of  cases  assisted 

86 

3  63 

239 

Hours  worked 

6,708 

23^893 

49,169 

Number  of  Home  Helps  enrolled 

146 

Total  numbers  of  hours  worked 

79,770 

WELFARE  FOODS 

It  is  quite  surprising  to  read  the  grand  totals  of  the  quantities 
of  welfare  foods  sold  in  the  Borough  : 


National  Dried  Milk 

N.  Dried  Milk 

Orange 

Vitamin 

Cod  Liver 

Full  Cream 

Half  Cream 

Juice 

Tablets 

Oil 

14,456  tins 

213  tins 

30,683 

bottles 

2,107 

packets 

3,415 

bottles 

A  detailed  analysis  of  the  sales  shows  a  marked  drop  in  National 
Dried  Milk  sales  after  April  1st,  when  the  price  was  raised  from 
lOJd.  per  tin  to  2s.  4d. 


STAFF  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

The  number  of  requests  to  the  Department  for  medical  examin¬ 
ations  of  personnel  appears  to  be  increasing  steadily  and  it  is  proposed 
therefore  to  show  each  year  statistics  indicating  the  extent  of  this  work. 

Clinic  sessions  on  most  Saturday  mornings  are  occupied  examining 
children  requiring  a  medical  certificate  prior  to  seeking  temporary 
employment.  No  statistics  are  available  for  those  examinations,  but 
an  average  of  eight  children  are  seen  every  week. 

Of  the  examinations  on  adults,  the  following  categories  have  been 
certificated 


Local  government  employees  for  entry  into  Super¬ 
annuation  Scheme 

31 

Fire  Service  special  examinations  . 

12 

Water  Works  employees  for  freedom  from  enteric  disease 

1 

Pupil  teachers  prior  to  training  college  or  temporary 
teaching 

29 

Total 

73 
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METEOROLOGICAL  DATA— 1957 


The  following  meteorological  summary  is  afforded  by  courtesy 
of  the  Borough  Meteorological  Observer. 


Sunshine 

Sun  hours  were  below  the  yearly  normal  by  52  hours. 
Sunniest  day  -  14th  June  15.8  hours 


Rain 

Greatest  falls  in  a  day  0.86  inches  on  12th  December  and  0.79 
inches  on  23rd  September. 

Rain  was  below  the  yearly  normal  by  2.94  inches. 

Date  of  last  ground  frost  of  Spring  -  8th  May. 

Date  of  first  ground  frost  of  Autumn  -  24th  November. 

Date  of  last  air  frost  of  Spring  -  7th  May. 

Date  of  first  air  frost  of  Autumn  -  24th  November. 


Barometer  Readings 

Highest:  30.662  inches  on  11th  January. 
Lowest :  28.862  inches  on  13th  February. 


Sunless  days  -  62 

Rain  days  -  (i.e.  0.2  millimetres  or  more)  -  164. 
Wet  days  -  (i.e.  1.0  millimetre  or  more)  -  100. 


Winds  {to  eight  points  of  the  Compass ) 


Month 

TV. 

NE. 

E. 

SE. 

S. 

SW. 

W. 

TV  IT.  Calm 

Totals 

January 

1 

— 

6 

— 

3 

7 

12 

2 

— 

31 

February 

1 

— ■ 

— 

4 

3 

5 

13 

2 

- — - 

28 

March 

— 

1 

5 

7 

3 

6 

9 

— 

— 

31 

April 

4 

10 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

— 

30 

May 

2 

4 

3 

— 

5 

8 

2 

7 

— ■ 

31 

June 

— ■ 

5 

7 

2 

3 

3 

7 

1 

2 

30 

July 

— - 

— • 

5 

2 

3 

4 

12 

3 

2 

31 

August 

— 

1 

5 

1 

3 

3 

14 

3 

1 

31 

September 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

19 

2 

— 

30 

October 

1 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

11 

10 

3 

6 

31 

November 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

3 

9 

3 

— 

30 

December 

— 

3 

1 

5 

1 

5 

13 

— 

3 

31 

13 

28 

43 

29 

27 

58 

123 

30 

14 

365 
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Highest  Maximum  80  degrees  F.  on  27th  and  Lowest  Maximum  38  degrees  F.  on  4th  December. 

30th  June. 

Lowest  Minimum  24  degrees  F.  on  17th  December.  Highest  Minimum  64  degrees  F.  on  7th  July. 


LOWESTOFT  &  DISTRICT  T.B.  CARE  COMMITTEE 


Mrs.  D.  Ollington  ( Chairman ) 

Lady  Gooch 

Mrs.  M.  Chadd 

Mrs.  M.  Wingfield 

Mrs.  K.  Mobbs 

Mrs.  E.  Ratcliffe 

Mrs.  G.  Cooper 


Dr.  A.  C.  Gee  ( Secretary ) 

Miss  V.  Pryce 

Mrs.  R.  Peregrine 

Mrs.  J.  Ling 

Miss  E.  Forsyth 

Mrs.  F.  Reeve 

Miss  R.  Stiles 


The  work  of  the  committee  has  continued  along  the  usual  lines 
throughout  the  year.  The  statement  of  accounts  shown  herewith, 
gives  a  good  indication  of  the  items  provided  by  the  committee  to 
those  who  applied  for  assistance  from  them.  The  number  of  persons 
assisted  was  51. 

Another  successful  dance  was  held  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
though  profits  from  it  were  not  quite  so  high  as  from  the  previous 
one.  This  was  offset  however,  by  a  very  successful  jumble  Sale 
which  brought  in  -£23  13s.  3d.  to  the  Committee’s  funds. 

In  spite  of  intensive  competition  from  other  voluntary  bodies 
who  have  now  adopted  the  sale  of  Christmas  Seals  as  a  means  of  raising 
funds,  T.B.  Care  Committee  Seals  sold  well  this  year,  £96  17s.  2d. 
being  raised  in  this  way,  which  whilst  not  being  so  large  a  figure  as 
that  customary  two  or  three  years  ago,  was  an  improvement  on  the 
1956  figures.  This  amount  has  to  be  paid  into  the  County  Branch 
at  Ipswich  and  is,  therefore,  not  shown  on  the  accompanying  balance 
sheet,  which  is  for  the  local  committees  finances  only. 

The  work  undertaken  by  this  Committee  is  a  good  example 
of  that  which  voluntary  effort  can  still  usefully  provide.  State  services 
do  not  provide  for  many  of  the  “  extras  ”  which  help  so  greatly  to  ease 
the  lot  of  those  afflicted  by  some  of  the  more  chronic  diseases.  In 
the  case  of  tuberculosis  in  particular,  whilst  every  facility  for  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  the  patient  is  available  within  the  Health  Service, 
many  of  the  personal  and  domestic  problems  which  such  an  illness 
brings  are  not  covered  by  state  services.  The  effect  on  the  patient’s 
morale  of  visitors  from  home,  who  without  financial  help  would  not 
be  able  to  afford  the  often  long  journeys  to  Sanatoria,  of  extra  rehabili¬ 
tation  services,  of  relief  from  some  of  the  more  pressing  problems  of 
keeping  a  family  whilst  still  off  sick,  to  quote  only  a  few  examples,  is 
considerable.  Whilst  there  are  an  ever  increasing  number  of  calls  on 
voluntary  effort  nowadays,  the  particular  needs  of  the  tuberculosis 
patient  and  his  family  deserve  special  attention,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  local  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Care  Committee  will  continue  at  a 
sufficiently  high  level  to  ensure  that  its  work  in  this  district  is  not 
hampered  by  shortage  of  funds. 
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£363  19  10  £363  19  10 

Signed.  J.  WALSH,  lion.  Auditor .  _ 30th  April ,  1958.  Town  Hall,  Lowestoft. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  is  supplied  by  the  Lowestoft  Water  Company  and  I  am 
indebted  to  the  Secretary  and  General  Manager,  J.  M.  Boon,  Esq., 
for  the  following  information. 

The  average  daily  consumption  was  2.02  million  gallons  per 
day  and  the  daily  consumption  per  head  of  estimated  popualtion 
is  41.4  gallons.  The  amount  supplied  for  trade  purposes  was  78,000 
gallons  per  day. 

Monthly  samples  of  the  water  are  submitted  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  indicate  that  the  supply 
is  pure  and  wholesome,  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

The  monthly  reports  follow  a  similar  pattern  and  a  specimen 
report  of  a  sample  taken  on  16.12.57  is  detailed  below  : — - 


Chemical 

Appearance 

.  Bright  with  verv  slight  deposit 

Colour  . 

.  10 

p.H,  . 

.  7.4 

Electric  Conductivity 

.  500 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  60 

Hardness  :  Total  200 

.  Carbonate  130  Non-Carbonate  70 

Nitrate  Nitrogen . 

.  3.8 

*Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

.  0.017 

*  Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

.  0.10 

Metals.  Iron  :  0.04 

Other  metals  absent. 

Turbidity 

Less  than  3 

Odour  . 

.  Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

.  11 

Total  Solids 

.  335 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  130 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  . 

.  Approx.  0.01 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

.  LI 

Residual  Chlorine 

.  Absent 

*To  convert  to  Ammonia  multiply  by  1.21. 

Bacteriological 

No.  of  colonies  developing 

on  agar. 

1  day  at  37°C.  2 

days  at  37°C.  3  days  at  37°C. 

1  per  ml. 

1  per  ml.  1  per  ml. 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes 

Reaction.  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1).  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction.  Absent  from  100  ml. 

“  This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  just 
on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals  apart  from 
a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not 
unduly  so  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  of  mineral  constituents  in 
solution.  It  is  practically  free  from  colour,  of  very  satisfactory  organic 
quality  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

New  Works 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  (G.  A.  M.  Gentry,  Esq.). 

The  joint  South  Lowestoft  and  Carlton  Colville  Sewage  Scheme 
is  being  constructed  by  Messrs.  Edward  Thompson  Ltd.,  at  an  esti¬ 
mated  cost  of  ^44,327,  and  is  due  to  be  completed  on  29th  April, 
1958.  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  installation  of  mains 
and  the  following  have  been  completed  by  the  end  of  1957. 


A?nount  in  Contract 

Amount  completed  in  1957. 

618  yds.  lin. 

477  yds.  lin.  12"  concrete  pipes. 

590 

596  9" 

2161 

733  ,,  6"  glazed  stoneware 

pipes. 

976 

966  ,,  10"  cast  iron  rising 

main  from  Love  Lane  to 
Acton  Road. 

42 

22  Manholes. 

Pumping  Station 

542  cu.  ft. 

545  cu.  ft.  concrete  to  floor  of  pumping 

station. 

2690 

2690  ,,  ,,  to  walls  of  pump¬ 

ing  station. 

Unsewered  Properties 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Corporation  .  .  .  197 

Cesspools  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  .  .  236 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (G.  A.  M.  Gentry,  Esq.), 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information. 

Refuse  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping — 13,231  tons. 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  has  been  collected — 16,048. 
Labour  28  loaders  6  drivers  6  vehicles 

Labour  at  Tip — 2  men  plus  1  driver  with  Chaseside  Shovel  machine. 
Street  Cleansing  : 

18  Orderlies.  Each  using  a  standard  pattern  2  wheeled  barrow 
served  by  one  2  ton  lorry  for  collecting  sweepings. 

One  mechanical  sweeper  is  used  for  street  cleansing. 

One  gully  emptying  machine  is  used  for  removing  silt  from 
gullies  and  flushing.  The  machine  has  a  driver  and  attendant. 

Dustbins  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department 
under  the  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme — 18. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the 
following  reports  relating  to  work  carried  out  by  his  Inspectors. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Once  again  the  two  priorities  during  the  year  were  food  hygiene 
and  housing  which  are  enlarged  upon  in  later  sections  of  the  report. 

The  most  controversial  piece  of  legislation  during  the  year  was 
the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Rent  Act  1957.  It  is  agreed  that  in 
these  days  of  high  costs  of  repairs,  the  ownership  of  low  rented  property 
is  a  liability  and  not  an  asset  and  this  has  led  to  the  general  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  rented  dwellinghouses.  Much  time  has  been  spent  explaining 
the  workings  of  the  Act  to  tenants  who  have  received  notices  of  rent 
increases,  and  members  of  the  Town  Clerk’s  staff  have  spent  many 
hours  of  their  own  time  in  an  effort  to  ease  the  difficulties  of  anxious 
householders.  My  main  criticism  of  the  Act  is  the  section  that 
requires  the  tenant  to  specify  the  defects  in  the  property.  "Time  and 
again  when  we  have  inspected  a  house  after  receipt  of  an  application 
for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair,  it  has  been  found  that  some  serious 
items  of  disrepair  have  been  omitted.  If  the  aim  of  the  Rent  Act 
1957  is  to  allow  landlords  to  increase  rents  and  be  in  a  position  to 
maintain  their  properties  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  then  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  defects  requiring  attention  should  not  be  prepared  by  your 
officers  who  are  trained  in  this  work.  It  is  regrettable  that  more 
landlords  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  Improvement  Grants  payable 
by  the  Council.  It  appears  that  in  the  main  it  is  the  owner  occupier 
who  seeks  an  Improvement  Grant. 


HOUSING 


Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
During  the  year  the  Council  declared  the  following  Orders. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 


Houses 

St.  Margaret’s  Plain  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  comprising  4 


Mariner’s  Street  No.  1  ,, 

Mariner’s  Street  No.  2  ,, 

Park  Road  and  The  Hemplands 
Mariner’s  Street  No.  3  ,, 

Mariner’s  Street  No.  4  ,, 

Parkhill  No.l  Clearance  Order 


y  y 

yy 

yy 

yy 

y  y 

yy 

20 

yy 

yy 

29 

>> 

y  y 

yy 

5 

>> 

yy 

yy 

2 

yy 

yy 

yy 

7 

Included  in  these  Orders  and  additional  to  the  above  houses 
were  8  fit  houses  the  sites  of  which  will  be  required  for  the  eventual 
redevelopment  of  the  areas  as  a  whole. 
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There  were  no  objections  to  the  following  Orders. 

St.  Margaret’s  Plain  Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

Mariner’s  Street  No.  1  Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

Parkhill  No.  1  Clearance  Order. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed 
these  orders  without  modification  and  with  two  exceptions  the  families 
in  residence  were  rehoused  into  Council  houses. 


There  were  objections  to  the  remaining  four  orders  and  local 
Public  Inquiries  were  heard.  The  Minister  confirmed  the  following 
Orders. 


Mariner’s  Street  No.  3  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  with  modi¬ 
fication.)  Mariner’s  Street  No.  4  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
(without  modification). 

The  findings  of  the  Minsiter  on  the  remaining  two  Orders  are 
awaited. 


Inspections  have  been  made  of  some  172  further  houses  in  the 
area  from  Compass  Street  to  St.  Peter’s  Street  with  a  view  to  presenting 
proposals  to  the  Council  in  1958,  for  the  implementation  of  the  second 
stage  in  their  clearance  programme.  One  house  in  the  Mariner’s 
Street  No.  2  Compulsory  Order  was  damaged  by  a  gale  and  it  was 
impracticable  to  have  repairs  done.  The  owner  had  not  opposed  the 
Order  in  this  instance  and  agreed  to  close  the  house  if  the  tenants 
were  rehoused.  This  was  promptly  arranged.  Two  other  unfit 
houses  in  St.  Peter’s  Street  were  also  damaged  beyond  reasonable 
repair  by  this  gale  and  the  owner,  on  my  approach,  gave  undertakings 
not  to  relet  the  properties  once  the  tenants  were  rehoused.  The 
houses  are  situated  in  a  future  zone  for  clearance  and  will  now  remain 
closed  until  the  Council  reaches  a  decision  on  the  most  suitable  method 
of  dealing  with  the  locality  as  a  whole. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 

The  Council  made  the  following  Orders  on  individual  unfit 


houses : — 

Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Closing  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Accepted  Undertakings  not  to  relet  houses  for  human  habitation  6 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  reports  on  10  unfit  houses 
still  proceeding  through  Housing  Committee,  and  3  houses  pre¬ 
viously  reported  as  unfit  were  undergoing  extensive  works  of  repair 
and  reconditioning. 

During  the  year  there  were  13  families  rehoused  from  condemned 
individual  houses,  10  houses  or  parts  closed,  and  12  houses  demolished. 


Rents  Act,  1957 

This  new  Act  which  consolidated  and  amended  the  Old  Rent 
Acts  and  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954  brought  58  applica¬ 
tions  by  tenants  for  certificate  of  disrepair.  As  a  result  of  inspections 
made  of  the  properties  46  certificates  of  disrepair  were  granted.  3 
certificates  of  disrepair  were  revoked  after  owners  had  carried  out 
works  necessary  to  put  their  houses  into  a  good  state  of  repair. 
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New  House  Construction 

I  am  informed  by  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  that 
during  the  year  173  houses  were  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and 
115,  by  the  Council. 


PAIL  CLOSETS  AND  CESSPOOLS 

During  the  year  a  new  sewer  was  laid  in  Gunton  St.  Peter’s 
Avenue  and  the  drainage  of  existing  houses  connected  to  it.  The 
cost  of  connecting  drainage  from  three  houses  already  provided  with 
satisfactory  cesspools  and  a  septic  tank  installation  was  borne  by 
the  Council  and  totalled  £288  11s.  6d.  Also,  four  houses  in  Oulton 
Road  were  disconnected  from  cesspool  drainage  and  connected  to 
a  private  sewer.  The  cost  of  this  work  and  that  of  filling  in  the  disused 
cesspools  was  also  borne  by  the  Council  and  totalled  £157. 

Surveys  of  the  drainage  systems  at  private  houses  in  Elm  Tree 
Road,  part  of  Beccles  Road,  and  part  of  Long  Road,  were  made  as 
soon  as  approval  was  given  for  the  laying  of  sewers  in  the  area.  151 
houses  were  visited.  The  Council  decided  to  terminate  their  cess¬ 
pool  and  pail  closet  emptying  service  in  respect  of  these  properties 
after  a  period  of  six  months  from  the  laying  of  the  sewers  in  the  road 
in  which  respective  properties  are  situated.  This  decision  left  the 
responsibility  on  owners  to  arrange  for  alternative  means  of  emptying 
cesspools  or  pail  closets,  or  to  connect  to  the  sewer  at  their  own  expense. 
So  far  a  fair  number  of  property  owners  have  approached  contractors 
for  prices  for  laying  new  drains  and  installing  flush  closets  at  their 
houses. 

The  survey  work  has  been  useful  in  consultations  between  the 
contractors  and  my  staff  and  in  several  instances  means  of  combining 
drainage  from  groups  of  houses  have  been  approved.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  what  will  happen  at  those  houses  where  no  connection  to 
the  sewer  is  made.  It  is  felt  that  considerable  nuisances  may  arise 
where  cesspools  are  known  to  be  of  negligible  capacity  and  which 
have,  in  the  past,  required  very  frequent  emptying,  as  soon  as  the 
Council  terminate  their  emptying  service. 


WELL  WATER 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  from  20  wells,  16  of  which 
proved  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Owners  were  contacted  and  advised  either  to  connect  to  the  mains 
supply  or  to  cleanse  and  repair  the  wells  in  question. 

At  the  moment  eight  premises  have  had  a  piped  supply  of  mains 
water  laid  on  and  arrangements  are  in  hand  for  others  to  be  connected. 
The  cleaning  and  repair  of  five  wells  was  carried  out  with  successful 
results  in  two  instances  only.  For  some  reason,  probably  because 
the  surrounding  land  was  under  cultivation,  four  samples  of  well  water 
continued  to  be  unsatisfactory  even  after  the  wells  had  been  thoroughly 
cleaned  out. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Notices 

Informal  notices  served 

106 

Statutory  notices  served 

75 

(P.H.A.— 59.  H.A.— 13. 

L.C.A.— 

-3) 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

93 

Statutory  notices  complied 

with 

109 

(P.H.A.— 83.  H.A. — 23. 

L.C.A.— 

-3.) 

Accumulations  . 

196 

Animals  . 

36 

Ashbins 

37 

Caravans  . 

70 

Camping  Sites 

84 

Conveniences 

21 

Dirty  blouses 

52 

Dirty  Persons 

2 

Drainage 

Factories  (non-mech.  power) 

7 

(involving  1,269  houses) 

860 

Factories  (Alech.  Power) 

33 

Offensive  Smells 

121 

Offensive  Smells 

8 

Passages 

19 

Petroleum  Regulations . 

132 

Piggeries . 

78 

Places  of  Entertainment 

1 

Rats  and  Alice 

131 

Sanitary  Conveniences . 

12 

Schools  . 

2 

Shops  Act,  1950 

124 

Smoke  observations 

22 

Swimming  Baths 

3 

Water  Supply  . 

110 

Water  Samples  (drinking) 

66 

Work  Places 

4 

Aliscellaneous 

496 

Refuse  Tips 

3 

Removal  of  Gypsies 

13 

Waste  Foods 

14 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 

13 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 

25 

Contact  Visits  . 

8 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

Verminous  Premises — 

Inspected 

55 

Re-visits 

51 

Disinfected 

10 

Defects  Remedied  and  Nuisances 

Abated  Included  : — 

Accumulations  cleared . 

22 

Animal  nuisances  abated 

6 

Ceilings  repaired 

21 

Chimneys  repaired 

19 

Cooking  stoves  renewed 

3 

Cooking  stoves  repaired 

4 

Doors  renewed  . 

3 

Doors  repaired  . 

41 

Drains  renewed 

1 

Drainage  repaired 

16 

Dampness  abated 

53 

Eavesgutters  renewed 

14 

Eavesgutters  repaired  . 

50 

Fireplaces  renewed 

4 

Fireplaces  repaired 

5 

Floors  renewed 

17 

Floors  repaired 

21 

Offensive  smells  abated 

56 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired 

19 

Roofs  repaired 

74 

Roofs  renewed  . 

1 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 

8 

Sinks  renewed  . 

11 

Stairways  reoaired 

2 

Wallplaster  repaired 

36 

Wall  plaster  renewed  . 

22 

Brickwork — 

Brickwork  repointed 

35 

cement  rendered 

56 

Washboilers  renewed  . 

3 

repaired 

19 

W.C.  basins  renewed 

15 

Watercloset  repairs 

28 

Window  repairs 

69 

Water  supply  provided 

8 

Cesspools  abolished 

7 

Windows  renewed 

8 

Choked  public  sewers  cleared  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
Department  under  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (involving  328  houses) 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


In  an  effort  to  cut  down  on  the  rat  population  in  the  public 
sewers,  four  treatments  were  carried  out  instead  of  the  usual  two 
treatments  per  year.  Prior  to  the  first  treatment  test  baiting  was 
carried  out  of  all  the  manholes  in  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of 
99  manholes  known  to  be  rat  infested.  718  manholes  were  test 
baited  and  60  were  found  to  be  used  by  rats.  This  gave  a  total  of 
159  manholes  to  be  treated  and  over  an  eight  day  baiting  period 
it  was  found  that  rats  were  eating  bait  at  120  manholes  and  at  41  man¬ 
holes  there  were  complete  takes  of  bait.  In  the  South  Lowestoft 
area  56  manholes  were  baited  at  the  first  treatment,  and  38  were 
found  to  be  rat  infested.  No  takes  were  recorded  at  the  second 
treatment  carried  out  a  month  later.  The  third  treatment  was  omitted 
and  the  fourth  treatment  revealed  slight  infestations  at  10  manholes 
only. 

The  North  and  Central  areas  still  present  a  problem  although 
some  improvement  has  been  recorded.  In  April,  53  manholes  were 
infested,  in  May  20,  in  June  26  and  in  October  29  were  infested. 
Prolonged  baiting  with  Oatmeal  and  Warfarin  was  carried  out  in  June 
until  no  further  takes  were  recorded  and  again  in  October.  It  would 
appear  that  the  infestation  has  been  reduced  by  about  50%,  but  pleasing 
though  this  may  seem  it  is  still  not  satisfactory. 

Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  carry  our  direct  poison  treatments 
with  Sodium  Fluoracetate,  a  poison  which  appears  to  be  about  five 
times  more  lethal  than  the  poisons  in  common  use. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives 
is  tabulated  below  : — 


Type  of  property 

Number 

surveyed 

Number 

treated 

for 

rats 

Number 

treated 

for 

mice 

Number 
treated  for 
both  rats  and 
mice 

Private 

dwelling  houses 

2,686 

1,260 

750 

179 

Local  Authority 

Premises 

21 

11 

7 

2 

Agricultural 

Properties 

19 

37 

— 

— 

All  other  Premises 

140 

34 

36 

15 

Totals  : 

2,866 

1,342 

793 

186 

During  the  year  treatments  were  carried  out  at  85  business  premises 
and  the  cost  of  this  work  recoverable  from  the  traders  concerned  was 
£125  6s.  Id.  In  addition  treatments  were  carried  out  at  20  Corpor¬ 
ation  owned  properties  at  a  cost  of  £42  14s.  9d. 

There  were  549  complaints  received  from  members  of  the  public 
regarding  rat  and  mice  infestations. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Very  few  instances  occurred  of  smoke  emissions  from  factories 
in  sufficiently  large  amounts  as  to  cause  a  public  nuisance.  On 
the  few  occasions  when  smoke  palls  were  observed,  visits  to  the  boiler- 
houses  and  talks  to  stokers  sufficed  to  find  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
which  was  usually  heavy  stoking  and  improper  use  of  draught  regulators. 

At  one  factory  where  offensive  fumes  had  been  emitted,  repre¬ 
sentations  secured  a  cure  for  the  trouble  when  the  management  fitted 
an  extract  fan  and  filter  apparatus  on  the  particular  process. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

Twenty- two  samples  of  Swimming  Bath  water  from  the  open 
air  bath  at  Nicholas  Everitt  Park  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Ipswich  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

The  samples  were  taken  at  regular  weekly  intervals  from  the 
start  to  the  end  of  the  season  and  on  several  occasions  evening  visits 
were  made  to  obtain  samples  at  times  of  peak  use  or  immediately 
after  peak  use,  so  as  to  record  the  condition  of  the  water  when  maxi¬ 
mum  contamination  was  present. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Once  again  the  town  was  scarcely  troubled  by  gypsies  camping 
on  and  fouling  the  Denes.  One  family  took  a  lot  of  moving  on 
(including  forceable  removal  from  Council  land),  but  after  a  week 
they  were  removed  from  the  Borough  area.  Lest  it  be  felt  that  this 
Council  should  do  something  towards  providing  a  site  where  such 
people  can  “  rest  awhile  ”,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  most  of 
the  gypsies  who  pass  through  Lowestoft  live  in  foul  vans,  foul  the  sites 
they  use,  and  give  annoyance  to  the  general  public.  The  police  also 
know  them  well.  The  Inspectorial  staff  co-operate  closely  with  the 
police  to  ensure  that  this  source  of  public  nuisance  is  speedily  removed 
from  the  borough  area. 

Two  new  sites  for  holiday  caravans  and  one  site  for  a  residential 
caravan  were  licensed.  There  are  now  licensed  sites  for  the  following 
in  the  Borough. 

Residential  sites  for  78  dwellings. 

Holiday  sites  for  211  dwellings. 

All  the  licensed  sites  were  visited  periodically  and  found  to  be 
well  conducted  and  maintained.  Additional  sanitary  accommodation 
was  provided  at  one  site. 

ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 

Disinfestations  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  Disinfecting  Assistant 


were  as  follows 

Ants  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Cockroaches .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Church  Yard  Beetles .  .  .  .  .  3 

Wasps  Nests  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Verminous  Premises  .  .  .  .  2 
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31  lots  of  bedding  were  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  and 
37  premises  were  disinfected  after  infections  or  other  diseases. 

Churchyard  Beetle  Infestation 

On  numerous  occasions  during  1956,  the  department  had  been 
called  to  a  hairdresser’s  shop  and  to  the  flats  above  it  to  deal  with 
infestation  of  large  black  beetles,  later  identified  as  Churchyard  Beetles, 
which  were  thought  to  be  originating  from  an  adjacent  corn  store. 
A  report  from  an  entomologist  stated  that  infestations  of  this  insect 
were  frequently  to  be  found  in  corn  stores,  the  beetles  living  in  the 
debris  beneath  any  hollow  floors. 

The  treatment  of  the  affected  premises  with  insecticide  was  only 
partially  and  temporarily  successful  and  finally,  early  in  1957,  the  occupier 
and  the  owner  of  the  corn  storage  premises  were  approached  and 
agreed  to  lift  the  floor,  removing  the  very  large  amount  of  sawdust 
and  other  debris  in  the  sub-floor  space  and  to  replace  the  hollow  floor 
with  a  solid  concrete  floor.  In  addition,  access  was  gained  to  a  cellar 
which  had  been  sealed  off  for  some  time  in  order  that  it  could  be 
cleansed  and  fumigated.  The  panelling  of  walls  was  removed  in 
order  that  the  cavities  behind  could  also  be  treated. 

Whilst  the  work  was  in  progress  a  representative  of  the  Department 
was  present  to  destroy  the  thousands  of  insects  uncovered.  In  places 
the  beetles  were  found  in  seething  masses  and  had  to  be  destroyed  with 
a  blow  lamp. 

Since  the  work  was  completed,  few  beetles  have  been  seen  and 
these  have  been  dealt  with  by  periodic  fumigation  of  the  cellars. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  and  type  of  food  businesses 


in  the  Borough  : — - 

Hotels 

28 

Boarding  Houses 

124 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

76 

Grocers 

212 

Greengrocers 

44 

Confectioners 

67 

Butchers  . 

47 

Fried  Fish  &  Chip  Shops 

46 

Fishmongers 

17 

Bakehouses 

19 

Public  Houses  and  other  Licensed 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

6 

Premises 

73 

Canning  and  Preserved 

Holiday  Camps 

1 

Food  Factories 

5 

Poultry  Dressing  . 

1 

Sweet  Manufacturing  . 

2 

Beer  and  Mineral  W ater  Bottlers 

4 

Bakery  Depots 

2 

Dairies 

9 

Shrimp  Boilers 

6 

Fish  Curing  Premises 

40 

Flour  Mills  . 

1 

Tripe  Dresser 

1 

Greengrocers  stalls 

8 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

Canteens 

20 

Mobile  Canteens  . 

2 
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Registrations 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  properties  registered  under 


the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Fish  Curing  Premises  .  .  .  .  40 

Manufacture  of  Sausage  or  Potted,  Pressed,  Preserved  or 

Pickled  Foods  .  .  .  .  .  53 

Fish  Fryers  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  .  .  .  .  6 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  .  .  .  .  239 

Ice  Cream  Storage  Depots  .  .  .  .  1 

Food  Factories  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Registrations  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  59 

Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 


INSPECTIONS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  UNDERTAKEN 

DURING  THE  YEAR 


Bakehouses 

.  68 

Boarding  Houses  and  Hotels 

143 

Cafes  &  Restaurants 

.  136 

Canteens 

18 

Dairies 

.  40 

Food  Factories 

50 

Fish  Curers 

.  30 

Fishmongers  . 

11 

Grocers  . 

.  317 

Greengrocers 

34 

Ice  Cream  Makers . 

.  25 

Holiday  Camps 

3 

Uicensed  Premises 

.  42 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

69 

Meat  Shops  &  Stores 

.  79 

Markets 

34 

Slaughterhouses 

.  621 

Milk  Shops 

59 

Fish  Market 

.  395 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

456 

Disposal  of  Condemned 

Food 

As  in  previous  years  all  diseased  and  unsound  meat  was  collected 
by  the  Suffolk  Fat  and  Bone  Co.,  Dtd.,  for  manufacture  into  animal 
feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers.  Other  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  either 
by  burning  or  by  deep  burying  on  the  Corporation  tips. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


Details  of  the  various  foods  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  and 
which  were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  traders  are  summarised 
below  : — 


Bacon 

54  lbs. 

Liver 

15  lbs. 

Beans 

39  tins 

Meat 

406  tins 

Cake 

23  lbs. 

Meat  Paste 

39  jars 

Cake  Mixture 

41  pkts. 

Meat  Pies 

36 

Carcase  Meat 

155  lbs. 

Milk  Chocolate . 

8  oz. 

Chickens 

24  lbs. 

Milk 

341  tins 

Cheese 

98  lbs. 

Peas 

146  tins 

Creamed  Rice 

4  tins 

Pickles 

153  jars 

Fruit 

1,269  tins 

Sausages 

884  lbs. 

Fish 

113  tins 

Peanut  Butter  . 

1  tin 

,,  wet 

1484  stones 

Shrimps 

56  lbs. 

,,  smoked 

10  lbs. 

Soup 

33  tins 

Fish  Paste 

11  jars 

Swiss  Rolls 

90  pkts. 

Fish  Cakes 

43  pkts. 

Sugar 

2  lbs. 

Jams  &  Marmalade  30  jars 

Tomatoes 

134  tins 

Jellies 

1  pkt. 

Vegetables 

32  tins 

Total  weight  approximately  1  ton, 

6  cwts.,  2  qrs.,  10 

lbs. 

ICE  CREAM 

No.  of  premises 

registered  for  manufacture 

6 

No.  of  premises 

manufacturing  ice 

cream 

3 

No.  of  premises 

registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 

239 

Bacteriological  Analysis 

No.  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory 

No.  of  samples  of  rinse  water  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory 

No.  of  samples  of  ice  cream  ingredients  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory 


Grading  of  Ice  Cream  Samples 

Grade  1 — 34  samples 
2—  2 


Satisfactory. 


41 

2 

1 


Grade  3 —  4  samples 
4—  1 


} 


Unsatisfactory. 


Ice  cream  from  two  manufacturing  establishments  accounted  for 
the  five  unsatisfactory  samples.  At  the  first  establishment,  check 
samples  were  made  of  ice  cream  in  varying  stages  of  manufacture, 
and  of  rinse  water  from  the  plant.  These  gave  satisfactory  results, 
and  suspicion  fell  on  a  scraper  which  was  used  for  removing  soft 
frozen  cream  from  a  circular  freezer.  When  this  was  replaced  by 
a  new  scraper  sample  reports  became  satisfactory  again. 

At  the  other  establishment  the  proprietor  was  found  to  be  using 
a  home  made  unpasteurised  ice  cream  mix.  He  was  warned  that 
he  must  only  use  a  pasteurised  cold  mix,  and  so  he  commenced  to  use 
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Meddocream.  Subsequent  results  were  still  unsatisfactory  and  re¬ 
mained  so  until  the  premises,  a  cafe,  closed  at  the  end  of  the  holiday 
season.  Investigations  into  the  sterilisation  of  equipment  and  method 
of  manufacture  will  take  place  if  and  when  the  business  re-opens. 

Maintenance  of  Ice  Cream  Rooms  and  Equipment 

The  manufacturers  of  soft  frozen  ice  cream  by  the  continuous 
freezer  method  produced  satisfactory  products  which  consistently 
gave  excellent  grading  results. 

At  the  pasteurising  plants  some  trouble  was  experienced  with 
thermometers.  At  one  plant  the  indicating  thermometer  on  the 
pasteuriser  was  useless  and  the  recording  thermometer  gave  readings 
8°F  too  high.  Nevertheless,  a  bacteriologically  good  ice  cream  was 
being  produced  because  of  the  high  temperature  to  which  the  mix 
was  raised  and  a  lengthy  period  of  heat  contact.  At  another  plant 
both  the  recording  and  indicating  thermometers  were  replaced  following 
representations  from  the  Health  Department. 

It  was  a  satisfactory  year,  one  feels.  By  patient  observation  at 
processing  plants  certain  shortcomings  of  technique  were  observed 
and  reported  to  the  proprietors  for  remedy.  It  will  remain  to  be 
seen  whether  our  requirements  have  been  observed  when  the  season 
begins  in  1958  and  whether  we  can  eliminate  unsatisfactory  samples 
altogether. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  one 
of  which  has  not  been  used  during  the  year.  One  slaughterhouse  is 
used  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals  for  the  business  of  one  butcher 
and  the  other  is  used  in  connection  with  the  family  businesses  and  also 
for  wholesale  trade. 

Early  in  August,  Command  Paper  (No.  243)  was  published 
setting  out  in  the  form  of  draft  regulations  certain  minimum  standards 
of  construction,  layout  and  equipment  for  slaughterhouses  which  were 
to  be  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  humane  and  hygienic  slaughtering 
conditions.  In  a  circular  sent  with  the  Command  Paper  the  Minister 
asked  that  local  authorities  should  bring  these  standards  to  the  notice 
of  the  traders. 

Early  in  September  I  discussed  with  the  owners  of  the  Melbourne 
Road  slaughterhouse  the  effect  of  the  proposed  regulations,  and  in¬ 
formed  them  that  when  the  regulations  came  into  force  it  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  (a)  a  proper  stunning  pen  for  the  slaughter  of 
bovines,  ( b )  a  separate  lairage  so  that  animals  diseased  or  suspected 
of  being  diseased  may  be  kept  apart  from  other  animals,  (c)  a  separate 
room  for  the  emptying  of  stomachs  and  intestines  ( d )  a  separate  room 
that  can  be  locked  for  the  accommodation  of  condemned  meat  and 
(e)  a  separate  room  for  the  storage  of  hides  and  skins. 

To  carry  out  the  above  works  it  would  be  necessary  to  use  the 
existing  two  lairages,  therefore  the  owners  obtained  planning  per¬ 
mission  to  use  land  abutting  on  to  slaughterhouse  for  the  construction 
of  new  lairages.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  plans  are  in  course 
of  preparation  for  the  execution  of  all  the  above-mentioned  works. 
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Causes  of  condemnation  other  than  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 
included  : — 

Abscesses,  Actinomycosis,  Angioma,  Bruising,  Cirrhosis,  Distomatosis, 
Emaciation,  Hepatitis,  Necrosis,  Parasitic  infestations,  Pericarditis, 
Peritonitis  and  Pneumonia. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  a  drop  in  the  number  of  animals  affected 
with  Cysticercosis.  Of  all  bovines  slaughtered  during  1955,  1.15% 
were  found  to  be  affected  with  C.  Bovis,  in  1956 — 1.41%  and  in  1957 — 
.60%.  Of  the  seven  bovines  affected  during  1957,  five  came  from 
Ireland  and  two  were  home  bred  cattle. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1957,  was  3,386, 
a  decrease  of  95  on  the  figures  for  1956. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  statistics  detailed  later  on  in  this 
section  of  the  report,  some  411  inspections  were  made  under  the 
above  Regulations,  and  312  schedules  of  works  required  were  supplied 
to  the  occupiers  of  food  premises.  A  detailed  list  of  the  works  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  indicates  the  various  matters  that  received 
attention,  and  I  would  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co¬ 
operation  received  by  all  sections  of  the  food  trade  in  complying  with 
the  regulations. 

Food  hygiene  inspections  are  very  time  consuming.  It  is  not 
merely  the  making  of  an  inspection  of  food  premises  and  then  serving 
the  appropriate  schedules.  It  is  most  essential  that  at  the  time  of 
inspection  the  opportunity  should  be  taken  not  only  to  point  out  the 
shortcomings  at  the  particular  premises,  but  to  indicate  how  best  and 
most  economically  improvements  can  be  effected  and  what  is  most 
important,  why  in  the  interests  of  public  health  such  improvements 
are  necessary.  Health  education  in  the  handling  and  storage  of  food 
plays  a  big  part  in  all  our  dealings  with  the  food  trade. 

On  behalf  of  all  the  food  traders  in  the  Borough  as  well  as  on 
behalf  of  the  department,  I  must  comment  on  the  reprehensible  practice 
of  a  minority  of  the  public,  who  despite  notices  requesting  them  to 
keep  dogs  out  of  food  shops,  still  persist  in  taking  their  animals  into 
the  shops. 

Many  traders  have  complained  to  me  about  customers  bringing 
dogs  into  the  shops  and  have  asked  why  it  cannot  be  made  an  offence 
punishable  by  law.  Traders  do  not  want  dogs  in  their  shops,  but  they 
run  the  risk  of  offending  customers  if  they  raise  objections.  On 
the  other  hand  I  do  know  of  cases  where  customers  have  said  to  a  trader, 
that  unless  he  prohibits  other  customers  bringing  dogs  into  the  shop 
they  would  do  business  elsewhere. 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  schedules  sent  out 
during  the  year  listing  the  works  required  to  bring  the  premises  up 
to  a  satisfactory  standard  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations. 

Type  of  Premises.  Number  of  Schedules  Supplied. 

Boarding  Houses  .  .  .  15 

Butcher’s  Shops  .  .  .  23 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  19 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  .  29 

Canteens  .  .  .  2 

Clubs  .  .  .  .  1 

Dairies  .  .  .  .  2 

Food  Shops  .  .  .  122 

Factories  .  .  .  10 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  .  21 

Grocers  .  19 

Hotels  .  4 

Holiday  Camps  .  1 

Ice  Cream  Makers .  .  .  3 

Licensed  Premises  27 

Stalls  . •  11 

Shrimp  Boiling  Premises  .  3 


Total  312 


Tabulated  below  is  the  work  shown  as  completed  at  the  end  of 
1957. 

Artificial  light  provided  .  .  .  .  15 

Walls  cleansed  and  decorated  .  .  .  59 

Ceilings  cleansed  and  decorated  .  .  .  29 

Non-absorbent  surfaces  provided  to  tables,  counters,  etc .  129 

Water  Fleaters  provided  .  .  .  .  97 

Wash  hand  basins  provided  .  .  .  .  58 

Sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Waste  pipes  repaired .  .  .  .  .  14 

Screens  provided  (Protection  from  contamination)  .  28 

Refrigerators  provided  .  .  .  .  6 

W.C.’s  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Clothing  accommodation  provided  .  .  .  11 

Food  stores  provided  .  .  .  .  3 

First  Aid  Kits  provided  .  .  .  .  68 

Refuse  bins  provided  .  .  .  .  35 

Floors  cleansed  and  recovered  .  .  .  51 

Miscellaneous  repairs  .  .  .  .  28 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Licensed  Pasteurisers  (H.T.S.T.  Processes)  .  .  2 

No.  of  milk  dealers  licenses  issued  : 

(1)  Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  .  60 

(2)  Tuberculin  Tested  .  .  .  .  22 

(3)  Sterilised  Milk  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Bacteriological  Control  : 

183  samples  of  the  milk  retailed  within  the  Borough  area  were 
sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Ipswich,  for  examination. 
The  tests  carried  out  were  the  Methylene  Blue,  Phosphatase  and  Tur¬ 
bidity  tests.  Generally  speaking  these  tests  show  (a)  whether  pasteur¬ 
ised  milk  has  been  properly  pasteurised  (b)  whether  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  has  been  produced  and  bottled  under  clean  conditions  in  the 
cowshed  and  dairy,  and  (c)  whether  Sterilised  milk  has  been  held  at 
boiling  point  temperature  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time. 


The  results  of  the  tests  were  : — 


T/T 

Past.  T.T.  Past.  Sterilised 

No.  of  Samples  submitted 

26 

94  65  3 

Satisfactory  results 

26 

94  65  3 

Unsatisfactory  results 

— 

—  —  — 

Included  in  these  totals  are  15  samples  of  school  milk. 

These  results  show  that  the  pasteurising  plants  in  the  town  were 
properly  operated  and  that  milk  was  produced  under  satisfactory 
conditions. 

One  dairy  firm  experienced  trouble  through  the  number  of  con¬ 
taminated  empty  bottles  returned  by  their  customers.  Bottles 
contaminated  with  residue  of  hair  setting  lotion,  paint,  oil,  and  so 
on,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  further  use  and  had  to  be  discarded, 
more  than  20  foul  bottles  being  discarded  in  one  day  at  this  dairy, 
When  these  contaminated  bottles  are  returned  to  a  dairy  they  cause 
a  lot  of  trouble  for  unless  a  vigilant  watcher  spots  an  improperly  washed 
bottle  coming  out  of  the  washing  machine,  that  bottle  will  be  filled 
with  milk  and  capped  by  the  normal  processes  and  go  out  to  the 
delivery  van.  Oils  and  paint  render  it  impossible  to  wash  a  bottle 
clean  in  horizontal  washing  machines  and  that  is  one  reason  why  dirty 
milk  bottles  reach  the  consumer.  I  would  like  to  appeal  to  the  public 
not  to  use  milk  bottles  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  and  to  rinse  used 
bottles  with  cold  water  before  putting  them  out  for  collection. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  manager  of  the  above  dairy  goes 
to  some  trouble  by  visiting  persons  who  discard  fouled  bottles  in 
order  to  try  to  impress  on  them  the  need  for  careful  handling  of 
a  returnable  food  container. 
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Chemical  Control  : 

Under  this  heading  273  samples  were  examined  in  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Health  Department.  The  standard  of  judgment  as  to  whether 
milk  was  satisfactory  was  that  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  i.e., 
milk  fat  3.0%  and  solids  other  than  fat  8.5%. 

The  273  samples  have  been  divided  into  the  following  groups. 


Satisfactory 

Standards 

Unsatisfactory 

Standards 

Samples  of 
School  milk 
(Past.)  milk 

Samples  of  Retailed  Milk 

Samples  of 
hulk  farm 
milk 

(Tuberculin 

Tested) 

Past. 

milk 

T.T. 

(Past.) 

milk 

T.T. 

milk 

Steril¬ 

ised 

milk 

27 

83 

72 

29 

3 

16 

3 

5 

16 

— 

19 

Included  in  these  figures  are  26  samples  of  Channel  Island  milk 
which  are  required  to  contain  4.0%  of  fat  and  8.5%  solids  other  than 
fat.  One  sample  of  Channel  Island  milk  did  not  contain  sufficient 
fat.  Inadequate  mixing  of  bulk  milk  at  the  dairy  was  the  cause  of 
this  and  within  two  days  the  matter  was  put  right  and  all  subsequent 
samples  from  this  dairy  have  been  good. 

Whenever  unsatisfactory  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  have  occurred, 
investigations  at  the  dairies  have  been  carried  out  and  on  several 
occasions  the  entire  daily  supply  of  incoming  milk  from  farms  has  been 
tested  by  lactometer  dipping.  In  addition,  specimen  samples  of 
incoming  farm  milk  have  been  taken  for  full  laboratory  test  in  the 
Health  Department.  By  testing  each  churn  of  milk  we  have  pin¬ 
pointed  poor  quality  farm  milk  and  have  been  able  to  advise  dairy¬ 
men  (a)  which  of  their  farm  milk  is  of  poor  quality  so  that  by  bulking 
it  with  milk  of  a  better  quality  a  satisfactory  commodity  is  produced 
and  delivered  to  the  consumer,  and  ( b )  which  farms  require  a  visit 
from  a  specialist  officer  to  advise  on  methods  required  to  improve 
the  quality  of  cows’  milk. 

The  number  of  substandard  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
(35)  is  still  too  high.  One  has  reason  to  hope  that  the  proposed 
scheme  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  which  will  reduce  payments 
according  to  the  poorness  of  the  milk  supply  will  have  an  increasingly 
good  effect  on  the  industry  when  it  becomes  operative.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  scheme  will  result  in  the  production  of  high  quality  milk 
by  every  farmer.  Milk  is  a  commodity  containing  87%  water  and 
one  should  expect  with  reasonable  certainty  to  enjoy  at  least  3%  of 
fat  and  8.5%  of  other  solids  in  the  milk  consumed.  A  very  good 
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milk  can,  and  frequently  does,  contain  5%  of  fat  and  9.0%  of  other 
solids.  I  welcome  any  scheme  which  will  ultimately  ensure  that  every 
pint  of  milk  sold  contains  not  less  than  the  minimum  prescribed 
amounts  of  fat  and  solids  not  fat. 

As  one  may  expect  from  the  number  of  samples  taken,  the  dairy 
plants  in  the  town  were  frequently  visited  and  good  standards  of 
hygiene  maintained.  There  was  one  instance  of  milk  being  suspected 
of  containing  added  water,  but  it  was  decided  that  rinse  water  from  the 
washing  down  operations  had  accidently  got  into  the  milk  and  no 
suspicion  fell  on  the  farmer  or  dairyman  of  fraudulent  addition  of 
water. 

The  milk  from  twelve  farms  in  the  Borough  was  examined 
bacteriologically  and  was  reported  free  from  Tubercle  Bacillus  and 
Brucella  Abortus. 

On  the  whole,  the  quality  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  was  better 
than  that  in  1956. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLES 


144  samples  (all  informal)  were  submitted  for  examination  to  Dr. 
Eric  Wood,  Ph.D.,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.I.C.,  the  Public  Analyst  at  Norwich. 
A  wide  range  of  foodstuffs  was  examined  and  14  samples  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 


This  Order  which  requires  the  licensing  of  certain  premises 
where  waste  food  is  boiled  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  June,  1957. 

Inspections  were  made  of  56  pig  and  poultry  premises  and  18 
licences  were  issued  during  the  year.  The  balance  consists  of  premises 
which  are  not  yet  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Notices  requiring  certain  improvements  before  the  issue  of 
licences  have  been  served  in  four  cases.  One  piggery  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  rebuilt  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Order 
and  other  improvements  requested  at  a  number  of  piggeries.  In 
one  case  pigs  were  removed  from  dilapidated  premises  which  adjoined 
a  holiday  camp. 
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OUTWORK.  ( Sections  110  and  111). 
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LOWESTOFT  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Dr.  Arthur  C.  Gee. 

Chief  Port  Health  Inspector  :  H.  Cormack. 

Deputy  Port  Health  Inspector  :  F.  G.  S.  Hill. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  PORT 
The  Port  area  of  Lowestoft  is  divided  into  three  separate  areas, 
consisting  of  the  Hamilton,  Waveney  and  Trawl  Dock  used  by  Trawlers 
and  Drifters  for  the  landing  of  White  Fish  and  Herring  (during  the 
season),  and  the  North  and  South  Quays  situated  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
Lothing,  west  of  the  swing  bridge.  The  North  and  South  Quays 
are  used  by  the  merchant  ships  carrying  timber,  salt,  stone,  coal,  etc. 
The  west  end  of  the  North  Quay  is  used  for  coaling  and  general  repair 
work  including  dry  docking,  whilst  the  South  bank  of  Lake  Lothing 
is  extensively  used  by  the  ship  building  firms. 


MEDICAL  SERVICES 

The  medical  services  as  outlined  in  the  Report  for  1956  have  been 
maintained. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  to  the  Port  consists  of  fresh  and  salt  water 
mains  and  the  fishing  port  comprising  Hamilton,  Waveney  and  Trawl 
Docks  is  served  by  5,160  ft.  of  fresh  water  main  and  4,290  ft.  of  salt 
water  mains.  The  discrepancy  is  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  salt 
water  supply  to  East,  West  and  South  Wharves  of  the  Trawl  Market, 
these  wharves  are  used  only  for  docking  purposes.  There  is  no 
water  supply  to  the  South  Quay  but  fresh  water  points  are  provided 
on  the  North  Quay. 


MARKET  CLEANSING 

As  in  previous  years  the  daily  cleansing  of  the  fish  market  was 
carried  out  in  a  most  efficient  manner.  One  complaint  was  received 
of  fish  offal  left  on  the  market,  the  merchant  concerned  was  inter¬ 
viewed  and  dealt  with  the  complaint  immediately. 

IMPROVEMENTS 

The  concreting  of  the  trawl  market  was  completed  and  was 
carried  out  in  a  manner  so  as  not  to  provide  harbourage  for  rats. 

The  Quay  heading  at  the  North  Quay  where  pickled  herrings 
are  loaded  was  surfaced  with  concrete. 

The  loading  bay  for  fish  offal  was  extended  to  accommodate  four 
wagons  and  the  surface  was  concreted  and  drained  to  facilitate  easy 
and  efficient  cleansing. 

FISH  LANDINGS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

The  average  monthly  strength  of  the  trawler  fleet  during  the  year 
was  57  vessels.  The  highest  number  of  vessels  at  sea  was  71  during 
January  and  the  lowest  49  during  May.  The  latter  half  of  the  year 
was  constant  with  56  vessels.  The  total  number  of  landings  made 
during  the  year  was  1,590. 
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1957. 


Set  out  below  are  the  quantities  and  values  of  fish  landed  during 


Czvts. 


Value  (£s) 


Brill  . 

1,640 

15,342 

Catfish 

621 

1,291 

Cod  . 

65,839 

204,507 

Conger  Eels 

271 

508 

Dabs 

6,472 

19,423 

Dogfish  . 

863 

2,409 

Flukes  /Flounders  . 

611 

617 

Gurnards  /Latchets 

2,674 

4,547 

Haddocks 

34,586 

93,722 

Hake  . 

165 

1,153 

Halibut  . 

165 

2,376 

Herring  (Trawl) 

12 

16 

Lemon  Soles 

2,037 

18,801 

Ling 

520 

734 

Mackerel  (Trawl)  . 

214 

501 

Megrims 

27 

58 

Monkfish . 

3,018 

1,800 

Mullet  Red 

3 

45 

Norway  Lobsters 

11 

67 

Plaice 

97,719 

524,855 

Pollack 

26 

50 

Roes 

299 

1,710 

Saithe 

320 

493 

Skates  and  Rays  . 

13,463 

53,964 

Soles 

7,614 

130,326 

Turbot 

13,248 

84,548 

Whiting  . 

13,248 

33,377 

Witches  . 

346 

1,623 

All  Others 

1,304 

2,550 

HERRING  FISHING 

Landings  and  Values  for  1957. 

No.  of  Landings  Quantity  of  Crans  Value 

1,446  39,312  £214,708 

There  were  51  landings  less  than  in  1956,  with  a  reduction  of 
12,287  crans  and  reduced  value  of  £50,715. 

1957  was  again  a  very  poor  season  following  on  the  poor  seasons 
of  1955  and  1956  and  only  two  firms  of  curers  were  operating  in 
Lowestoft.  It  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  1957  saw  the  last  of  the 
Scotch  Herring  Curers  at  Lowestoft  and  if  this  is  so  their  passing  is 
to  be  regretted.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  that  apart 
from  the  demand  by  the  merchants  dealing  in  fresh  herrings,  the  next 
major  demand  is  for  quick  freezing.  This  process  is  the  one  that  will 
expand  in  the  future  and  we  are  fortunate  in  having  factories  capable 
of  meeting  this  expansion. 
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Many  and  varied  reasons  are  expounded  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
decline  in  the  East  Anglian  Herring  fishing,  but  according  to  the 
Ministry  experts  the  main  cause  is  due  to  the  increased  trawling  in 
the  narrow  area  of  the  spawning  grounds  in  the  Straits  of  Dover. 
The  demand  for  fish  oil  and  meal  makes  trawling  for  herring  a  very 
economic  proposition.  Each  year  sees  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  Scotch  drifters  fishing  from  Lowestoft,  many  preferring  to  fish  off 
the  West  coast  of  Scotland,  from  where  they  are  able  to  get  a  living 
and  also  spend  their  weekends  at  home. 

The  following  table  shows  the  disposal  of  herrings  during  the 


season.  Crans. 

Pickle  Cure  .  1,795 

Klondyked  .  934 

Redded  2,095 

Kippered  .  3,018 

Marinated  .  3,885 

Canned  574 

Pet  Food  .  1,910 

Frozen  11,985 

Meal  and  Oil  .  656 

Freshed  12,460 


Total:  39,312 

The  Fleet 

Nine  vessels  were  added  to  the  fleet  during  1957,  but  eight  vessels 
were  sold  for  breaking  up.  Three  vessels  were  converted  from  coal 
to  oil  burning.  Two  vessels  left  to  work  from  other  ports. 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  loss  of  three  vessels  is  recorded.  The 
“  Susan  M  ”  was  lost  with  all  hands  and  it  is  presumed  that  she  hit 
a  mine,-  the  “  Faithful  Star  ”  ran  aground  off  the  Suffolk  coast,  and 
the  “  British  Columbia  ”  was  in  collision  in  the  North  Sea. 

During  the  East  Anglian  Herring  Season  the  fleet  consisted  of 
nine  steam  and  53  motor  drifters  and  of  these  32  motor  drifters  came 
down  from  Scotland.  This  shows  a  reduction  of  six  drifters  as 
compared  with  1956. 

Inspections 

The  systematic  inspections  of  trawlers  and  fish  holds  was  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year  and  565  inspections  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  the  cleanliness  of  fish  holds.  Five  fish  holds 
were  found  to  be  in  need  of  further  cleansing  and  this  work  was  carried 
out  immediately.  The  pound  boards  in  the  fish  holds  of  11  vessels 
were  renewed  in  whole  or  in  part  and  one  fish  hold  was  lined  with  metal. 

496  general  inspections  of  trawlers  and  drifters  were  made  during 
the  year  and  the  following  matters  received  attention  as  a  result  of 


verbal  representation  to  the  owners  : — 

Dirty  bedding  destroyed  24 

Bunks  and  galleys  painted  .  7 

W.C.’s  repaired  2 

Food  Stores  cleansed  .  .  6 

Water  tanks  cleansed  .  .  36 

New  water  tanks  fitted  1 

New  pipeline  fitted  .  1 
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61  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  the  water  tanks 
of  fishing  vessels  and  36  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Immediately 
the  unsatisfactory  reports  were  to  hand  the  owmers  were  contacted 
and  arrangements  made  for  the  cleansing  and  cement  washing  of 
the  tanks. 

Fish  Inspection 

Throughout  the  year  trawl  fish  were  examined  every  morning 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  fish  sales  and  the  following  amounts 
of  fish  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  sale. 

17  stones  Cod. 

1193  stones  Whiting. 

Inspections  of  herrings  were  made  throughout  each  daily  landing 
and  the  934  crans  wrhich  were  Klondyked  to  Czechoslovakia,  were 
examined  before  the  Export  Certificates  were  issued. 

Daily  supervision  was  maintained  of  the  cleansing  of  fish  boxes 
and  there  was  little  cause  for  complaint  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control 

510  inspections  were  made  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  (Amendment  No.  2)  Order,  1956, 
and  270  certificates  were  issued  under  the  Order. 

During  the  year  twTo  Lowestoft  vessels  were  found  to  have  minor 
infestations  of  rats.  De-ratization  was  carried  out  by  the  Corporation 
Rodent  Operator  and  the  cost  of  these  treatments  was  charged  to  the 
owners  of  the  vessels  concerned. 

Vermin 

It  is  again  most  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  there  was 
not  a  single  case  of  vermin  aboard  any  of  the  fishing  vessels. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

During  1957  the  “  Europa  ”  canteen  for  seamen  and  dock  workers 
which  had  for  some  time  been  a  cause  for  concern,  was  taken  over  by 
the  Royal  National  Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen.  Schedules 
of  the  work  required  to  make  the  premises  comply  with  the  regulations 
were  prepared  and  these  were  incorporated  in  a  scheme  for  modern¬ 
ising  the  whole  canteen.  The  amount  of  work  undertaken  has  been 
extensive  but  the  result  is  a  first  class  canteen  with  completely  re¬ 
equipped  kitchens  and  dining  room.  The  Mission  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  steps  taken  to  provide  such  an  attractive  and  hygienic 
canteen. 

In  conclusion,  your  Port  Medical  Officer  and  Chief  Port  Health 
Inspector  would  once  again  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  the 
ready  and  willing  co-operation  which  has  been  accorded  by  all  sections 
of  the  fishing  industry  and  by  the  Harbour  Master  and  members  of 
his  staff. 

We  would  also  express  our  thanks  for  the  courteous  co-operation 
and  assistance  we  have  at  all  times  received  from  the  officers  of  H.M. 
Customs. 
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Matters  to  be  Dealt  with  in  the  Annual  Report. 
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ealth  Department,  Connaught  House,  123,  High  Street,  Lowestoft.  Telephone  No. — Lowestoft  782. 
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SECTION  V.— Water  Supply. 
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(c)  Authority  employs  a  cleansing  man  with  vehicle  for  disinfection  of  ships,  etc.  Clothing  and  other  articles 
steam  disinfected  by  local  authority.  Persons  can  be  cleansed  at  the  Health  Department  Clinics. 
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TABLE  E. 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS. 

Nil — Not  an  approved  Port. 
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Includes  Verbal  Notices. 
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